In April 1944, two Slovakian Jewish prisoners, named Rudolf Vrba and Alfred Wetzler, escaped
from Auschwitz and gave Slovak Jewish Council leader Oscar Krasniansky a detailed account of
what was happening at the death camp. Krasniansky translated the account and compiled it into a
32-page report that, for the first time, gave accurate and in-depth information on the methods and
extent of the Nazis' extermination efforts. Romanian diplomat Florian Manoliu gave it to George
Mandel-Mantello for his rescue efforts. Mandel-Mantello, whose own parents were deported on
the same day he received the Protocol, recopied it, translated it (into various languages with the
help of hired students) and facilitated a campaign to disseminate the report to Swiss clergy, the
press and foreign diplomats. The following is the English translation.

Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
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Zurich, July 4th 1944,

Attsched hereto We ars sending vou two reports from
Hungary with an accompanying letter, dated Juns 19th 1944,
They ooms fron an absclutely rellabls source &nd were brought
into Switzerland through dlplomstlo channels, These reports
have shaken ue profoundly, Our sensa of responsibllity compels
us to bring these two reports also to your knowledge.

Wa do not doubt but that you will take the trouble
to rosd thess statenents and to pake then known in your oirecle,
The authoritles in question have slso talken nots of thenm.

2URICH, July ¥¢K. 1944

Yours very elncsrely

Prof, D, Farl Parth, Basol
Prof. D. Enmil Brunner, Zurlch
Dr. Y.A.Vieser t'Hooft, Gsneva
Pastor Psul Vogt, Zurlch,



Budapest, June l9th 1944,

Mr, Georgs Mandel Mantello
6, Av, Ad, Fabry
Genevasa

Dear §ir,

I havse eun recelved your vialting card and take advaatage of
the opportunity to ssnd {ou the snolosed two reports concsrning the
situstlon here, As you will see from the reports attached, the dsporta-
tions from Hungary be on May 15th and within a perliod of three weeoks,
i.6. up to June Tth, ?;'s'.ooo Jews have already besn deported.Approxima-
tely 908 of them to Poland,Birkensu-Auschwitz,and the other remalnder

to Ge -

L far as the situation in H is concerned, I should like
to state that there 1s a at difference betwssn deportations from
Hungary and deportatlons from cther countrlse under German ocoupation,
In those oountries the executlon of these messures lay exoluuvelz in
the handa of the Gestapo and no halp was forthcoming elther from tha
population itself or the authorities, Here, however, the passive atti-
tuds of the population (whloh sven seems %0 condons these measures)
oncouragee tho Government to act with lnonaalng eruslity and the Hunga=
rian @Gevernment oven endeavours to surpass the demsands of the German
suthoritles in evory respect, Furthermors, whlle in other countries the
physlosal sufferings of tho Jaws bagnn with ths actual deportation, the
Aungarian police begin already in the ghettos to cruelly torasnt the
poobls 1n order to discover whers they have hidden the riches they are
supposad 8till to posesss. As you awars, the fortunos of the Hungarian
Jews wore alroady conflocated & fow woeks ago, and money and gold was
glven up, Already many Jows have fallen victin to the sbove mantloned
ualtreatnent in the ghettos and most of then are loaded half dead into
waggons, Wo havs tried varlous ways and mesns of saving thess peopla,
but unfortunately until now all our attempts have becn unsuccessful,
The Geraan authoritlies make promises, but do not keep them, whils the
Hungarisn Quisling government 1s not even prepérsd to fhe promises or
ontor Llnto any nof latlons, Compared with condlilons In ocoupled coun-
triea thoere is still & further 4 ffersnce, &8 the Hungarian Governmont
18 not entirely subordinatod to the Gsrman authoritless of oce tion,
thezhgould in sone respscts be of some heolp, but thay decline to do
any ng.

As 1@ ghown in the attachsd reports, 335,000 Jows were depor
ted up to Juns Tth, and eince that date a further 100,000, In the pro-
vinces there ara only four towns where there are still some Jowa, and
after the deportatlons from these towns have been carried through, it
will be the turn of Budapost, The nunber of Jewa living in Budapest and
the smmmot:sa amounts to 350,000, The ghetto-ayatem was lntroduced
in the surr ings of the town wecke 8go and ita lnauguration began in
Budspost Ltsslf on Juns 16th and nust bo ternminated by June 21st. 4
spoclal systom was used in Budtgest. 1.0, the Jaws were nmagscd togshtor
in nousse groupod likec tho flelds of a chosse-board, &s the Hungarian
governmont feared that if the Jews in Budapost wore all gathered toge-
ther in one part of the town, the other quarters would bs in danger of
much heavier bombardments,
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You will havs gathered from the sbove, that the whols Jewlsh
race in Hungary 1s condennod to death, Thers are no exceptlons,thore
is no escape, there i no possiblility of conce@lment, and we have to
face our fats, We havs not even ths possibllity of c¢peaplng to &
nexfhbourlns countrf. Tho only country which would come into considc-
ration is Roumania, but its frontlers towards H\mwz ars 80 closely
guarded, that it i praotically impogsible to cross them. Thors aras
only two possibilitlies left to us! sulelde or accoptance of our fats.

The Swise Legatlion in Budapest, Dopartment of forelgn lnterestes,
has done its best, but unfortunately without any success whatsoevar.
It is 8 nsrolt mistako that this Department has not got sufficlent
powor and authority, as otherwlse its Chlef, Consul LUTZ who 18 &
ronarkablo pornonnlity and spares no palns ln order to aselst ths
Jows, oould take steps which nmight be successful, I mysalf am a per-
sonal friend of Hr, lutz,

Doar Mr, Mantello, I really do not know what to asl of you,
I see no oumugy of escaps, as we only have & few days before us,
Howover, in case the Christlan world skould ondeavour to take steps
in our ravour, it would be possible to save a fow thousand poeraocns
b{ lgsul Pniuunnn passports, l.c. granting the Palostinlan
cltizenshlp to certificate-holders, In this ovent the Swlass Legatlon
would have to be suthoriesd to lssue such passports after the neces-
8ary passport forms have been put at thelr dlsposal, but this would
have %0 be dine immediately, otherwlse it 1s to llf.‘. Passports of
neutral states nilght alzo be issued.

At present I am still at liberty, but for how long I do not °
know, Would Lt nci be possible for you to obtain a Swiss, or eventu-
ally a Eritloh passport for me and ny wife through the recpeative
authorltlies? I do not know whether I will have another opportunity
of vrlf.lni to you, It would, howevar, be a satizfactlion for me if {ou
could publish this letter and the enclosed reports either now or a
8 later date, s0 that the world may learn of the cruelties conmitted
in the 20th century 1n so-called clvilised countries, In case you
have an opportunity of writing me or sending me anything, pleazes
send 1t to the following address! Swles Legstlon, De ent for
Foreign Interests, Budapest V, Szabadsag ter 12,

I sond you my hest gx-nun 8 and would ask you to kindly
convey my kindest regards to Dr,Lichtheim, Dr,Scheps, Dr,Kahany,
Dr,Pritz Ullmann and Nsthan Schwalb, Furthermore I would ask you

to kindly transnit copy of this letter as well as of the two reports
with my best regards to lir.Barlas and Dr.Goldin, with whom I am out
of touch elnce h 19th.

I beg you to Llntervens wherewer possible and to appeal to
every porson of seatiment. Wo sre sure that the Americans and Englizh
will help. Please help us |
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The concentratlon of Hungerlan Jews began on Afrn 16th 1944
always and ever in the same metter. In the beglnning precipl-
tated concentration in the Ghetto, then after constant deter-
ioration of conditione in briok-yards, ln court-yards, without
water on the bare earth, plunder ngo of Jjews of all tﬁelr matorial
btolongings, then brutal cross-questionings together with hesvy
physical 111~tre&tnent to find pretended hidden Jewellerlies, at
the end deportatlion, 70 people in one waggon, & tub of water ss
roviant., We cannct describe how the concéntration was executed
n all places, though the dates ws have, - but we give in short"
words a plcture asbout the short life cf aome of the most charao-
teristic concentration places.

Nylrsgvhaza,

April 1§%. The jews of Nylrogyhazsa and the 12 km dlstant Sima-
puszta, totally of 46 communitles, were deplaced. In Nylregyhaza
itself 4120 jews of Nylregyhaza and 65639 of its surroundling,
totally 10 759 persone, were penned up in 123 houses, The arsal
of these 123 housss kltohene and nalls lncluded, was totslly
9665 x’zxa. Thore was thorcfore not even 1 qn for ons psrson,
Acocording to ordars, esch person could bosides the clothes he
wore take with him 2 sets of underwosr snd one package of 50 kg,
contalning food for two weeks, Unfortunstely, the jews in the
provinces wers 8o suddenly and surprisingly &rl.von together by
the gondarmes, that they could not take &nything with them, As
example let us toll about the jows of Nylrbator which were driven
out fron Bimapuszta. On Friday, 2lst of April, 11 o'clock at
night, they wers fotched from thelr houmes by strange gendarmes

half an hour later on waggons froa other villages brought
to Simapuszta, brutally treatsd.

May lst. The siltuatlon has beconme vl.t.al.l.g worse, On the street
In Wylroegyhaza, special doslgned for the Ghetto, peopls were
br t Lo Padospuszta,where tood-supvli 18 very bad, Ths psople
asked for coverlngs, straw, so that at lesast the old and sloX
ones could be apnro& to lay on the bare earth,

"‘f Sth. The Jsws, concentrated from the surroundings of
yiregyhazs are transported fron this town to the fara of Baron:
Molnar, approxinately 6 km away, whers-they are placed in tabac-
barns, terribly overcrowded, There is only one pump, 150 n away,
and tho psople are only allowed to g¢ there under the ascorte
of a gondarm to get water, and thlsaonly limited, Tragheally is,
that tho ilnhsbltants of Nylregyhaza iteelf, who had, after heavy
ill-treatments, plsced thomsslves in the Ohetto, had according
to now orders now to leave tho nearly uomucﬁod Ghetto,

E{ Tth. In the mornlng-twilight the camp of Nyirgespuszta as
well 88 Bimapuszta 1s surr od of gendarmes, 80 that nobody
cén come near it, the people starve, they receive daily 100
gramn bread and Lu much beana. They have no money, and clothes
only &8s they wear on thelr body,



-5 -

May Eth. The dleplacsaent of Nylrogyheia goes on, Only the mesbars
3] ® jowish counclil and the oxsoldiers are left, In Nylrjepuszta
are 5665 people, penned up on & spase of &oma qo, troestaent as in
concentratlon~canps, The sltustlon bsconss still mors unbsarable
ap the only pump bocones muddy, The lack of water ln Slamapuszts

1s still grestor as in Nylrjss, Today one starts to fill up ths
camp of Harangotpuszta,

lé_a; 10th, The displacemant to Harangotpuszts goss on, The tabac-
arns thore cannot hold more than persons, but already on
May lOth & groater quantity of psople is pueo& there, dangerously
overcrowded, This camp has no water at all, as the d&gglng for
puzps h#s no success, Though it waa ullau& to take the most
necsssary thinge with them, the gendarmes &t the entrance of tho
camp took thom 8way, even the groatest part of ths proviant. The
daily ration in the osmps Blmapuszta, Varjulapos and Nylirjos lis
100 gramm bread, 100 grazm potatoos, 10 gramm flowsr per head.

May 15th, Monday in the earliest hours of the day the first 3200
psople, among thém olds, ills, bablss, prognant women, TO among °
them hdavoly ill-treated, - totally leolatod from the other popu-
latic - were put into waggons, unknown whereto,

5%_2_2&. By tolephone we learn in the morning that more than
wore deported, There ls no more concontration camp in Nyirjes
and Hearangotpuszta, in Slmspuszte sre still 760 persons, in
Nyiregyhasza are only the nembera of the jowlsh ocouncil left,

May 23rd. Also the T80 jews of Nyiregyhaza ln Slaspuszta were put
nto Wagzons,

rom regyhazs and the surrounding "Pusztass” aroc deported, among
them also Cberrabbl Dr, Bela Bernsteln.

Munkacs,

ril 30th. The jews of Munkacs, approximatolr 15000, were plased
0 ancB. The appr, 20 000 jows of the Coaltat Berog were oon-
centrated in the brick-yards of Kallue and 8ajovits, Having not
been allowed t0 ta%c mohey or food with them, thelir situation ls
fearful and cstastrophlical,

s« German soldiers are forctn§ thelr way lnto the Ghettos,

@ coets several deads. 3 cases of Typhold are reported, The
sliuatlon ls tarrible becauss lack of msdlcines and food. One
physician and one lngenecer commit sulcide,

?,_%)’;. 2 meuwbers of the jewlsh council wers shot, the others
OAV. 11ll~treated,

June Gt.i;. From & telephons with the pollce we lesrn that all jews
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¥n 14th, The situstion in ths Ghetto of the.town and copeclally -
n the 2 bricl-vards has becons considersbly worse on Sunday morn-
ing. To leava ths Ghetto or the canp resp., tlll now poulb'i.e for
ewish functlonarios and jowlsh emergsncy pollcs, 18 now prohlbl-
od. Tho brick-yards were surroundsd by oamp-ssuimos, and now’
tho deportation of the concantrated boglne. Fsallles ars scpara-
ted, persons able to work or unsble to work are put lnto waggons
undsr tarrible conditions and accompanisd of heaviest atrocltles.
On Yonday a new transport 1s madec. Tho nuaber of the mcmbers of
the jowlsh eouncll 1s reduced froa 12 to 6,

w.rm grastost camp, whors appr. 13 000 persons wore
ponned togshter, le ompty on Wodnesday, the svacuation having
bogun on day. The transport, 70 - poreons dro waggon, goes
dircetion Kasss. Tho deported could take notlng with them, 1f -
thoy had bettor clothes, one took thom away from them, sach Wag-
gon has only ons tub of water. Thoso jews martercd to doath
wantcd to broak of the waggons 1la ﬂeonlimjhel-!. 30 of thon
thereby (hsopily) losed thelr l1fss, Tho smallor osap la also in
liquidation, 7000 psopls ars thore. The jews of kunkaocs, placed
in the Ghetto, arc dlsplaced under sovere circumstances in the
roater camp on the 17th in tho mornlngm. The clrcuastances of

his displaccment Wors 80 brutal, that soasc of the Jews went with
%nifos against the pollco, 5 jowe losad thoredby thelr Lifs. The
eanms fatc had, although belonglng to & spocisl catagoric, even
physlclans, sont thera by ordars of thc Minlatry of Ianterior,

day 293%. We rcosive tho following dopressing news! Munkaocs,
83%, Nagyezollos sre ompty, 8ll tho Jews wors deportod,

Nagyvarad,

ni }{_g. In the morning twilight the Ghotto-posters arc put on
alrcady at 5 o'olock Ln the morning a dstectlive .cconplnlea
by s policouan takes away all valuablaos from the jowe. 15 - 20
minutce for the psoking of the most necossary clothes, beddlng
and food for l4 days are grantsd, 16 - 18 persons &rs penned up
in one room, The windows &gsinet the strects ars barricatoed with
planks, thc Ghotto hedged up.

May 1lth, The gu.u'denm? of the Ghotto bacomes intenslflsd on the

+ The pollco is roplaccd by the gondarmerle, so that onec can-
not evon comc noar the Ghetto, Even lancs, leuing to the Ghetto,
for instance the Szacsvay-Lanz, Kortosz-Lane, Fspuclnus-Lanc, Bro
guarded by the polles, which allows the arisn population only to
g0 on the trottoir, Th: richor or se rich known jows Bro arrcsted
without exccption, Thoy are kopt 1n tho polleec head quarters or
with tho gendsrmerlis ln the Burg, whers they are devilish trsatcd.
2:° wants to foree them 80 glvs up tha hiding places of protended

GasUres,
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24th. The small Ghstto, whore the jows from the surrounding
¥waore concentrated, is neu'iy amptied, The half dead peo{la ware
waggoned, 70 in one waggon, The great Ghetto 1s stlll closer
surrounded, the torture contlnuous.

May 25th. The deportation stlll contlnuous, Nagyvarad is fres
of jewe,

Kassa.

grn 28th, 11 strests &rs dsslgned &s Ghsotto for the jews of
Ba, On ipru Z0th theso 1l streets arc reduced to 3, Finally
the greatest part of the jews of Kassa are placed in the brick-
yard,

%. The fate of tho 12000 jews, placad in the briok-yard,
strophical, Though wouen, onl1ldren and olde are placed in
the drylng-loft, whlch has & roof, tho space docs not glve them
any real sholter, ss 1t has no side-walls and as the peopls are
bsre of all belonglngs, They had to lesve thaelr homes so suddenly,
that-they came without the most necessa thinge and without sny
food-supply to-the brick-yards, Only 60;’ of the deplaced recelvad
food, Drinking-water is brought once a dsy by the town-sprinkle-
cars,

May 8th, From a slncere old rrlgnd, & promlnent personallty, we
recelved the following letter! "For a few hours I am out of all
the horrore, I am ordered by the public-kitchen to do some WOrk.
I am afraid, I can't bear it long, because we suffer undlscribable,
We are laying In the dust, we have no atraw, no covering, we
shall freeze to doath, My appartesment La gealed, I see no way out,
Don't aend me hing, we do not recelve it anyhow, Por & faw
days we had still to eat, how it will go on only God knows, We
&ro nearly about 15000 persons. From the publlic-kltchen We recelve
sometime once & day vaitlnghionf time in & row, soma kind of °
”“f' But who will ﬁoop up 8 lnstitution, as the "Cultuscom-
munlty™ will not be able to do so? I am not eat since days,
hom.nf 80 to shorten my way. We are 80 neglected that we do not
look iIike men anymore, No poulbl.utg to clean oneself, Since we
are here we came not ocut of our clothea, Greetings to all of you,
pray for ua that we dle soon",
15th. The first 8 barracks of the First osup are emptled. Thus

e last stage of the sufferings of the jews of Kassa began,.Firstly
480C people wore put into nggona men and boys were forced by
the gendarmes amd policemen to vu£ all thelr clothes before
the waggonz 8o that they could not hide anything, Women and girls
had the sane treatments in the barraoks. Four weels of coneentra-
tion had reduced some of us so much, that 8 of them dled when put
lneg o:h: Waggons. One waggon contained 70-80 peracns, brutally
pus Na
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May 1%?.%. The displacenent is golng on. The concentration camp

s totally lsolated by gendarmes and pollice, not even the menmbers
of the Jewlsh councll can enter the camp.

20th. At 6 o'clock in the evenlng the members of the jewlsh
councll are arrested, Thoee Arlans who helped the jews in any way
are also put in the waggons and togsther with ths jews carrled off.

June Tth, There are no more jews in Kassa,

Under such and slmllar circumst&nces the entire jewlsh populatlion
of Hungarla, with the exceptlon of Budapsst, was concentrated,
The measures taken iln Budapest were just published, there is no
doubt what fate awalts the jewe of Budapest,

At present the followlng towns are absolutely free of jews! -
Munkacs, Ungvar, Gersgagzasz, Nagyezollds, Huszt, Maranaross--
ugot., ﬁcgﬂrc& anya, Beezterce, Koloszvar, Marosvasar-
hely, Szatmarnemsty teszakla, Baja, Barcs, Bacstopolya, -
Ujvl.&ok. Szabadka, ﬁenn Zombor, Markooz, Gyongg:a. Satoral-
aujhe Sarospatak, szhagysouiyo Szasrégen, 3epslzsentgyorgy,
ecs0 szlatina, Nagykaroly, hiocvuo, Nagykanzisa, Kassa,
Dés, f']lrogyhul. rlava a,

The poculatlion of the rollowln? towns has been concentrated to-
gether with the jJewish population of the surroundings and will
be deported in these daya:

Komaron, Gydr, Dunazzerdahely, Miskolc, Fecs.

Bubkarpathien Munkacs 35 000 soulas
Ungvar 12 000
emmn, 333
8201108
N
azige
Felecviso “ 35 000
Anassiatt 3 560
a8z na
Izs _J_)_g 137 500 sculs
Transylvanisn X anya 14 000 eoule
Bmorcyu 8 000
Kolozvar 18 000
Marosvasarhely 6 000
Nagyvarad 25 000
Dés 6 000
8zilagysonlyo 8 000
Szaszrégan 6 000
Sepziszentgydrgy _3 000 94 ooo souls
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Cuerungarn Kaszsa 15 000 souls

Satoral élujh.w

Sarospatak 15 000

oySnu 8 _5_000 35 000 souls
Ober and 31 z8 18 000 souls

av 12 000

Mateszalka 12 000

Szatnarnénetl 25 000

Nagyxaroly 8 000 75 000 souls
Southern Hungeria Negyksnlass 7 000 moule

Baja 8 000

Barcs 2 000

Bacatopolya 5 000

Ujvidek, BSzabadka,

Zenta, fonbor,

Muraxoz 23000 25 000 souls

From ¥ay l5th to June 10th totally 335 COO jews were deported
from Hungaria,
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Eased on rellable informations 90 percent of the Jews, deported
from Hungsrla, were brought to Auschwitz (Obsrsilesia),

We ore ln possession of a detalled description of the annlhilation
camp of Auschwltz, From this detalled and several tlmee controlled,
by several sldes acknowledged protocol, we glve here only & short
account, The protocol le wordly taken after the statement of two
young slovaclan jews., One of them has been br t on April 13th 1942
from the concentrstion camp of Czered %o Auschwitz snd from there to
Birkensu, and the other oame on June lidth 1342 from the casp near
Novalky to Lublin, from thers to Blrkensu and later on to Auschwitz.
These two young &eportod Slovakian jews succeeded, after long
prepsrations and overhuman efforts, toO escape, snd they are now

on neutral ground.

"In Auschwitz we were brought lmmedistely into & great barrack,
Cn one sids of the barrack we had to glve up cur bel::glngs,

on tho other slde we had to put off all our clothes had to
deliver everything, Then we Went to & near-by barraci, where

we were absolutely depllated and deslnfeoted with Lysol.

Buch one recelved & number when leaving the barrack, The numbers
started with 28,600. With this number In our hand we were
driven into a third barrack where, &8 & sign of our reception,
the respective number was tattood brutally on the left sids

of our breast. From there we were driven, 100 in & group, into
s cellar, and then lgl!.n in a barrack, where we received prisoner
clothes and wooden shoes, These clothes were talken sway from

us on the same afternocon and we received old ragged formerly
Russlan uniforms, Thus we were brought to Blrkensu,

The working camp of Blrkenau and Harmanse, the small faraling
of the canp, was under the comnand of Auschwitz, The priscners
are according to thelr assignatlon to the camp supplied with
acntinuous numbera. At the time of our escape. in the beglnning
of April 1944 this number was 180.000, lateron thess numbera
were t8t400d Ln the left foot, Though !ho treatment of the
priscners wss equally for all, they still were marked on
thelr olothes by soveral letters or d‘trorogt slgns according
to thelr natlonality and category of "orime", Particulars are
to be found in the originsl protocol, On the areal of the

camp of Auschwitz sre the ateliers of the DAV (Deuteche Auf-
rustungewerke) of the firm Krupp in Sleamens, 8 great factory
of the BUNA 1s still 1in bulldling., Meny prisoners work here.

The exact areal of the camp is 500 x 300 m hodfod by a double-~
rov of 3 o h.lgh posts of beton, supplled with electrical current.
HBetween both fences, about 150 m space, there are 5 n high
wntchlng towers, supplled with mschine guns snd searchlights,
Bafore the aAnnzr fence with barbed wire there ls an ordinary
wire, Already touchlng this wire ls snewerad with shootings from
the towers., This guarding system 1s oslled "emall guarding chain",

"ho csup Ltaelf conslets of 3 houserows tYpout.e of 1t 18 the
eat guardlng chain” surrounding the dnole canp in a radius
ef about 2 lm With watching towers 1a & dlstance of 150 r esch.



S

Botween the small and the great "guarding chaln" are the different
atollers and working placss., The "small rding chain” ls only
at work at night when also the electrical current ls put through
on both fepces, In the morning, when the guard of the "small gusr-
ding chaln” 1s released, the watchmen become &ctive in the ¢ ars”
of the "great guarding chaln". To escape through these both "guar=
ding ns" 18 nearly lmpossible. The watchmen of the great guar-
dlng chaln are released onlx after appell of the prlsoners within
the "smaller guarding chaln". If an sscape is notlced, slrencs &are

olling and the search of 88 men wlth bloodhounds goes on within

days, After 3 days the hunt ends, Whon they fetoh the eacaped
allve he ie hanged ln presence of the whole oamp., Is his sorpse
found somevhere, it ls postad at the entpance of the ecsmp and
becomes a poster in his hand! “"Here I an”,

Shen we arrived in Birkenau, there was a kltchen for 15,000 men,
furtheron two houses and one house still in bullding, Each bullding
has about 300 qm and shelters each 400 - 500 persons, 3 days after
arrival I was sent togothor with 200 Slovakian jews to work in
the DAV of Auschwitz, But our domicile was always Blrkenau., Two
times dally we recoived food, Lunch! 1 liter wrntg soup, dinner?
300 g:::n ad tread, The working condltions were the utmost bad
and » #0 that most of us, weakened by etarvation and uneatable
foed, could not bear it, Of our working group alone mflj 39 =25,
mon dled, wore beaten during the work to death by the "Capos
{oversesrs), The bresch thus resulting was dally fllled up from
others of Birlkenau. When, after 14 days, the second transport
arrived, from 650 fersona of our transport only 150 were still
alive, *hen returning t0 Auschwitz, I was ordered to the so-called
sick-house as chef gusrdisn, To this sick-houss the 11l prisoners,
unable to work any more, were br t+ We counted dally about 150
deads. The corpses were deliverod fc the Auschwitz Crematory,

At the same time be the so-called aggecuon. Weekly, on Mondsy’
and Thureday, the physician pointsd ou @ number of ‘.hne priao~
ners, who were to be put to death by gas, whereafter thalr corpacs
were burned. The selected were taken On & truck, whioh brought then
t0 8 near birch wood, Who arrived thefe slive was put to death b{
5&3 and burnt in & ditch. In the sick-houss, the notoripus "bloc
o 7", died weskly 2000 pecple, among them 1200 & natural dead,
and sbout 800 through sslsction. The original record brings here
gmgt ggtu about origine and number, labels respectively of the
spo P

We give only the followlng account.
Running tattood numbers of men!

38,000 - 38,600 ¢ 600 French naturalized jews, These jews arrived
with thelir famllles, totally L60O aculs, 400 nen
and 200 womsa of them, furnished with the sboves
mentlioned nunbors, came as descrlbed in the canp,
whils the other 1000 Fronch jews, elderly women,
zen snd children were directly brought on & slde
track to the blrch wood, where they were put to
death by gas and durned,
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EBeglnning from this period each new jewlsh transport was treated
sinilarly. Approximastely 10 percent of the men and 5 percent of
the women of the deported were brought in the camp, the others
lmmedistely put to desth by gas and burnt,

Gasing and burnlng was sxecuted by the sc-called sonder-command,
whioh worked in t#o layers day and nlght, Durlng this tlme about
100,000 )ews wera put to death and burnt, The men of the scnder-
connand lived separately, We came not in touch with thenm if onl{
becauss of the cadaverous szmell they spread, They were ever filty,
absclutely savags and brutsl,

In February 1943 the new bullt cremstory and the gas chasber was
opened in Blrksnau, At present thars are 4 cremstorlss working
in Birkenau, A crematory conelsts of 3 parts?

a) burning furnaces
b) bathing hall
¢) gas chanmber

In the nlddle of the furnaces 1s & high chlnney, arround hin are
placed 9 furasces with 4 openings, Bach opening can take hold

of 3 normal corpess. The burnlng procsss takea about l# hours,
the capacity of the furnaces is 2000 corpsss & day, Near it is -
a big preparation hall glving the lopression of a bathlng insti-
tution, Thie hall has place for 2000 men and one eaid, thers are
under it equally great walting rooms. From hers leads & door

and sone steps in the stlll deeper located very long and small
gas ohsmber. On the wall of the gas chanber are imitated showers,
80 that the chamber makes the impression of an lamense bathing
roon, On the flat roof of the chamber is 8 window Wwhich can ba
closed hermetlically by 3 vslves. From the gas chamber to the
furnaces leads a rall through the hall, The victlma are brouﬁt
in the hall where tey are told that they are having & bath, They
undress themselves in the hall and to deepsn thelr belleve, one
gives them & towel and soap. Then they are driven into the gas
chanber, After closlng the doora the 33 man dlstribute t the
open valves a powdery ohmiea'), preparation out of tins into the -
ohanb'r The tine have lalels lon for the combatt of wrong*
doers lBohMlxngnbekgnpruns). ¢ lsbol showe the mark of & Ham-
burg factory. Most probably it consists of a&nnvgn ation, e
which besomes gas in a certaln tempsrature, er 3 ninutes svaery-
body Ls dead, erwarde the sonder-command brings the corpses to
the furnaces, In the 4 corematories 6000 men & day are killed,

To the inauguration of the last crematory in March 1943, killing
8000 jows from Erakeau, prominent guests of Berlin were present,

They were rather pleased by the capacity of this destruction”
apparatus and they followed the procodure through small pesp-windows,

Running numbers

148,000 - 152,000! On September Tth 1943 famlly transports arrived
from Theresienstadt, These were labelled SB
transport of Ozech jews wlth 6 month quarantine.
During this tine t.he{ recelved speclal treatnent.
After this 6 months they were killed, The youth
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went slnglng to their death, Only 11 twins were left alive. One
used them for biologlcal searches. Those Czech jews Woere foroad
one weak before thelr killing to write to thelr fenllles post~
dated and to ask for pscksges, These gumol were used by the
inner sdministration of the camp for the supply of other prisoners.

Eaoch block has 5 functionaries!

1) block eldest
2) block cleark
z attondant

; block servant
5 dto.

At present the blook eldest in Birkenau carries the punber 11.182.
Hie name ls Franz Danisch, polltical 851 soner from Koulgshutte,
The block cleark is at present Nr.30,029, Kazlmler Grok, pollsh
political prisoner. The over comnand over the Aifferent blocks

1s in the hands of 6 - 8 88 bloc-leaders. The head of them is
Understurafuhrer Schwarzhuber from Tirol, & drinker and eadlast,

A careful taxatlon shows thst from April 1942 till April 1944
the following numbers of jJews weras put to death by gas st Blirkenau!

from Poland 500,000
Holland 100,000
Gresce 45,000
France 150,000
Bclsiw: 50,000

60,000

gamn{ ila, Italy, N 50,000
celavia aly, Norw o
Bohgata, NoPsvis, Austris 30,000
Forelgn jews from different

campa in Poland 300.000

totally 1.715.000



